EXT. PARLI AMENT HI LL - MORNI NG

The place is busy with dog wal kers and dozens of little
pockets of fitness classes.

Cherry is standing at the side of a path, snoking, watching
a Tai Chi class in the distance, with London coughed up
behi nd t hem

The class ends, there's a round of appl ause, peopl e disband.
M chell e and Gerard wal k over to Cherry, who's giggling.

GERARD
VWhat's so funny?

Cherry has a last drag of her fag before putting it out.

CHERRY
| dunno, just you, doing that, in
this place, at seven a.m Just
sort of ticks the boxes.

Gerard wipes at his face with a towl, doesn't really get
it.

GERARD
Wiy am | getting the feeling that's
an insult?

M CHELLE
Il we are part of the metropolitan
liberal elite darling, whether we
like it or not.

M chel |l e ki sses Cherry on both cheeks. Cherry | ooks bashful
but pl eased.

M CHELLE ( CONT' D)
There. Just to conplete the
bourgeoi s stereotype. W' ve m ssed
you. Has Gerard told you we're
organi sing a show of support for
BLIM?

Cherry | ooks at Gerard, who avoids her stare.

CHERRY
|'ve been a bit preoccupied with
stuff, sorry.

M CHELLE
Well at the risk of putting nails
in the coffin of our bleeding
hearts, if you're in any kind of
( MORE)



M CHELLE ( CONT' D)
trouble, we're always here for
you. Even if it's trouble you
start.

Cherry smles and nods. Mchelle runs a hand back and
forth over Cherry's cropped hair, smling back.

M CHELLE
|"'mnot being maternal. O
paternal. | just love the feel

M chel | e noves of f.
M CHELLE ( CONT' D)
(to Gerard)
See you at hone.
Gerard and Cherry watch her go.

CHERRY
See yal

M chelle holds a hand up in reply. Cherry |ooks pleased.

GERARD
(serious)
Wiy haven't you been answering ny

call s?
Cherry | ooks at Gerard, alnost forgetting he was there.

CHERRY
| ' m banned fromthe group, renenber?

GERARD
These were personal calls.

Cherry wat ches M chell e saunter off.

CHERRY
D you think she knows? | think
she knows. She's super smart.
(1 nmpressed)
| think she knows and doesn't give
a fuck.

Gerard gives her a 'what are you tal king about?" | ook.
Puts his hands on his hips and sighs.

GERARD
| just don't know what |'ve done
wWr ong.

Cherry | ooks exhausted with him



CHERRY
God, so needy! | really have had
alot on ny plate and, | don't

know, | LIKE Mchelle and | just
felt like me and you, whatever
that is, was conplicating things.

GERARD
After you got what you want ed.

CHERRY
Don't act all hurt Gerard. You're
a fifty-sonething married man with

a great wife, I'ma nineteen year

old with nmental health issues and

a 'difficult story' 1'd say we

bot h got what we want ed.

Gerard smarts a little. Looks doleful. Cherry |aughs.

GERARD

What ?
CHERRY

This!  That sad voice! Having
this fucking conversation!

He | ooks bl ank.

GERARD
(a bit tougher)

"' m WORRI ED about you! [I'mworried
about you trying to find this man
Sean Bridger. Yes, Sinz told ne.

O course he told nme! He's ny

son. From
(he waves a hand)
Way back.

Cherry considers this, the way it echoes her own life a
little.

CHERRY
| suppose you still see him so,
wel | done you?

Gerard nods at the sarcastic conplinent.

GERARD
| don't know what you're pl anning
but | just really think you should
stay away fromhim That's all
want to say.



CHERRY

| don't fuck every ol der

meet Ger ard!
Gerard is flustered.

GERARD

man |

Jesus! Look! | asked Sinz not to
gi ve you that information because

you al ways over-react.

He's a

not hi ng enpl oyee working for a
supply chain conpany for a soci al
medi a giant, yet YOU want to find

him H mspecifically.

Gerard stares at her, pauses, running a hand through his
hair, gl ancing around at people happily going about their

busi ness in the park.

CHERRY
(goadi nQg)
Come on Cerard, man up
out. Be ny hero.

GERARD
(blurts it out)

Spit it

"M WORRIED!I'  Are you going after
rapi sts now? Are you sone sort of

avengi ng angel ?

CHERRY
(annoyed)
What ?

GERARD
Thi s guy.
(pause)

Come on Cherry, stop playing with

me. A rape conviction?

A string

of sexual assaults? Changes his

name and noves away?
(pause, annoyed at
Cherry's bl ank
reaction)

For fuck's sake Cherry,

trashi ng

houses, spray painting buil dings,

that's one thing. But going after
rapi sts? And getting Sinz to find
hi s address, that can conme back on

me you knowl

Cherry stares at him nouth open,

amllion different

accusations surging through her head. She turns round and
starts wal king off. Gerard goes to her, she violently
shrugs himoff and carries on wal ki ng.



He shouts after her.

GERARD ( CONT' D)
JUST DON' T DO ANYTHI NG STUPI D!

Normal |ife eddies around him Happy shrieks of children,
peopl e pushing pranms, noving round CGerard, stuck like a
stone in a stream
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